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Financial Aid Senior Checklist  It’s important to become familiar with the 
financial aid process at the beginning of your senior year so you don’t overlook 
or miss important deadlines! 

 

Achieve  

 

�‰ Finish Strong:  Maintain grades and school attendance. Keep taking rigorous 
courses. 

�‰ Admissions Alert:  Acceptance can be conditional, so continue your academic 
excellence. 
Practice Organization:  

o 
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College Bound  
12 th  Grade Checklist  

 

Prepare  

 

�‰ Admissions and Scholarship Essays:  Write engaging and personal essays. 
Get help from College Board’s Big Future. 

�‰ Financial Aid Applications:  Complete FAFSA or ORSAA following the steps 
using How to pay for college Checklist FAFSA and ORSAA Tips form 
English/Spanish. 

�‰ Scholarship Applications:  
o OSAC Scholarship opens November 1. 
o Look for other scholarships at colleges, through your ASPIRE/College 

Coordinator, high school counselor, and search platforms like College 
Board Scholarships, FastWeb, JLV College Counseling,  Oregon Goes to 
College and Scholarships.com. 

�‰ College Fit:  Finalize your list of colleges (5 - 7 schools with at least one Oregon 
Community College). 

o Research admissions requirements, costs, scholarships, programs, and 
student activities. 

o Compare and rank colleges based on your priorities. 
�‰ College Entrance Exams:  Register and take/re-take SAT/ACT in the fall.   

o Talk to your counselor about possible test dates at school. 
�‰ Portfolios/Auditions:  Finalize materials if required. 
�‰ Essay Feedback:  Get feedback from teachers, ASPIRE coordinator, mentor, or 

college advisors. 
�‰ Check Email  & College Portals:  Regularly check for additional information from 

colleges and scholarship committees. 
�‰ Mid-Year Transcripts:  Send to colleges that request them. 
�‰ Compare Financial Aid Offers:  Assess and find ways to cover any gaps in your 

financial aid. 
 

Plan  
 

�‰ Attend Events:  Mark calendars for career and college events, workshops, and 
programs. 

�‰ Submit Applications:  Finalize and submit college admissions and scholarship 
applications by deadlines. 

�‰ Follow -Up:  Ensure colleges receive all required information (transcripts, 
resumes, recommendations). 

�‰ Oregon Promise:  Apply (GPA 2.0+) – whether community college is your 1st 
plan, or a back-up plan, all are encouraged to apply. 

�‰ College Choice:  Notify and place a deposit at your chosen college by National 
College Decision Day, May 1. 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/your-college-application/write-your-essay
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2Fresources%2Fprepare-for-college%2Fchecklists%2F12th-grade&data=05%7C02%7CSelena.Schumacher%40HECC.OREGON.GOV%7C6b4fdf2550934881437f08dcb5b70f60%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C638585045045897087%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lVMn7%2ByocIznM%2BmcH%2B096W4wqMhrqatHI7G6wdjFr0c%3D&reserved=0
https://www.oregon.gov/highered/access/Documents/OSAC/ORSAA%20Tip%20Sheets_English.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/highered/access/Documents/OSAC/ORSAA%20Tip%20Sheets_English.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/highered/access/Documents/OSAC/ORSAA%20Tip%20Sheets_Spanish.pdf
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/scholarships/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search?ef_id=dbc4275a90ec1d364aac41fd4c570fa8:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4330!10!74286018529906!74285971229557&msclkid=dbc4275a90ec1d364aac41fd4c570fa8
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search?ef_id=dbc4275a90ec1d364aac41fd4c570fa8:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4330!10!74286018529906!74285971229557&msclkid=dbc4275a90ec1d364aac41fd4c570fa8
https://stateoforegon-my.sharepoint.com/personal/selena_schumacher_hecc_oregon_gov/Documents/fastweb.com
https://jlvcollegecounseling.com/scholarships/
https://oregongoestocollege.org/pay/scholarships
https://oregongoestocollege.org/pay/scholarships
https://stateoforegon-my.sharepoint.com/personal/selena_schumacher_hecc_oregon_gov/Documents/scholarships.com
https://oregonstudentaid.gov/grants/oregon-promise-grant/
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